THE QUESTION OF MARRIAGE

royal marriage was always important enough to be
debated seriously. A question of this kind arose when
Queen Victoria's cousin, the charming Princess Mary of
Cambridge, was sought in marriage by the King of
Sardinia, the Princess being a Protestant, the King a
Catholic. The Princess refused him; and the Queen's
opinion was that she was right in doing so. The upshot
of the matter was the confirmed view that no member
of the English Royal Family ought to renounce the
Protestant faith for a Catholic crown. Victoria's grand-
daughter Ena married Alfonso and renounced her faith!
But the very fact that the question was debated at all and
that the Queen's opinion was so firmly stated indicates
the attraction which these royal alliances held.

Time, the great healer, has changed all that. The
last thing English people expected of Edward, Prince of
Wales was that he should marry for polities' sake. So
romantic had been their conception of him in the past
that most people probably expected him to avoid such a
marriage. Those rumours of an Italian marriage were
perhaps begotten by a deske for its fulfilment. If so,
they represented a conception of the Prince which was
based upon old-world ideas. In the light of his post-war
career, the conception had been radically changed. Even
those who fain would have retained it were compelled
to admit that it did not tally with the facts.

Without a doubt the announcement of the Prince
of Wales's engagement at any time up till 1934 would
have given rise to something like a tidal wave of popular
approval and enthusiasm. To be convinced of that, it
is only necessary to recall the extraordinary popularity
of the Duke of Kent's marriage. There were those who
asserted that the rejoicing which attended that event
was a journalistic fabrication, that the mass of
English people were comparatively unmoved. There is
but slender evidence for the assertion. If, in certain
details, a united Fleet Street guided popular opinion
during the weeks preceding the wedding-day, it is
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